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NEWS FROM THE EU 

The Polish Presidency of the Council of the EU concluded on 30 June, marking a term with 37 major 

legislative files closed and mandates reached on 18 more. Highlights mentioned in a statement by 

President von der Leyen at the joint press conference with President Costa and Polish Prime Minister 

Tusk following the meeting of the European Council of 26 June 2025 included advancing support to 

Ukraine and updates in temporary protection. The Presidency paved the way for Denmark’s term 

starting in July. 

In June, Europe celebrated the 40th anniversary of the signing of the Schengen Agreement, which 

aims to provide more freedom, reinforced security and unlocked economic opportunities.  

On 5 June, the European Commission launched the EU Anti-Trafficking Hub as part of the 2021–2025 

EU Strategy on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings. The Hub aims to help develop and implement 

EU anti-trafficking policies, including the EU Anti-Trafficking Directive.  

In June, the EU Commission released its mid-term review of the Action Plan on Integration and 

Inclusion 2021-2027. The review noted improved migrant employment rates and highlighted effective 

practices, but also identified ongoing challenges in housing, healthcare, and education. Future efforts 

will focus on migrant participation and implementation of the Pact on Migration and Asylum. 

Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) ruling of no smuggling penalty for a third 

country national adult entering the EU irregularly with children under their responsibility 

and care 

On 3 June, the CJEU held that a third-country national adult who enters the EU irregularly while 

accompanied by minor children, whose actual care is exercised by the third-country adult, is not 

committing the crime of facilitating illegal entry. Such conduct, the Court found, is that adult’s 

exercise of responsibility to protect and care over the children in their care based on a family 

relationship with those children, and EU law precludes criminalising it. Any other interpretation would 

interfere with the right to family life and the rights of the child under Articles 7 and 24 of the EU 

Charter on Fundamental Rights. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/el/statement_25_1649
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/whats-new/communication-campaigns/celebrate-40-years-schengen_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/4873e419-84ab-42a8-aa56-c2cf02f84a85_en?filename=EU-anti-trafficking-hub-flyer_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32011L0036
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-released-mid-term-review-action-plan-integration-and-inclusion-2025-06-13_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025SC0162
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=300862&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5048593
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Figure 1: First-time asylum applications in the EU-27 (January to April 2025)  

  

Source: Eurostat [migr_asyappctzm], first-time asylum applicants, extracted on 6 August 2025. 

NEWS FROM EMN MEMBER AND OBSERVER COUNTRIES   

1. General developments   

Austria 

New three-year Austrian Development Agency programme 

On 25 June, the Austrian Development Agency’s new three-year programme (2025 to 2027) was 

adopted in the Council of Ministers. It reflects government priorities, in particular the challenges of 

humanitarian crises and fragility, irregular migration and displacement, as well as climate change. 

New budget for Austria 

On 18 June, the National Council adopted Austria's new budget, which, despite considerable cuts, had 

clear objectives to support high-quality management of asylum and migration, provide appropriate 

protection, particularly for vulnerable groups, a reduction of irregular migration, a focus on skilled 

migration, and the promotion of the linguistic, professional and social integration of migrants residing 

in Austria lawfully and permanently. 

Ireland 

Department of Justice now Department of Justice, Home Affairs and Migration 

Following the Irish General Election in November 2024, a new coalition government formed and 

updated the department title to reflect an expanded remit and transfer of functions. Several migration-

related functions were transferred, including integration and international protection accommodation. 

Estonia 

EU Asylum and Migration Management Reform information published 

In April, the Ministry of the Interior published an informational webpage on its official website introducing 

the Asylum and Migration Management Reform. It lists all the legal acts and provides a more detailed 

description of the upcoming changes. 

Greece 

Joint Ministerial Decision on Safe Third Countries 

On 8 April, Joint Ministerial Decision No. 63905 was published, establishing the national list of safe third 

countries. The list includes Tűrkiye, considered as safe third country for applicants for international 

protection coming from Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Somalia. Additionally, Albania and 

North Macedonia for all applicants for international protection who irregularly entered Greek territory from 

their borders. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_asyappctzm__custom_17676723/default/table
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:af8748f2-1f58-44b7-a6a8-cb764fb304b5/16_13_beilage_nb.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/dokument/XXVIII/I/66/U1/imfname_1685615.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice-home-affairs-and-migration/news/updated-department-title/
https://www.siseministeerium.ee/varjupaiga-ja-randehalduse-reform
https://search.et.gr/el/fek/?fekId=779895
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Slovak Republic 

New National Asylum and Migration Strategy approved by the Government 

On 12 June, the Government approved a National Strategy for Asylum and Migration Management for 

2025–2030. Stemming from the EU Regulation and following current Slovak Migration Policy, the Strategy 

reflects current European trends, such as integrated asylum and migration management, legal migration 

pathways, cross-sectoral collaboration and planning and contingency, while also addressing the specific 

needs of the Slovak Republic in the areas of legal and irregular migration and the integration of foreigners. 

Spain 

Entry into force of the new Aliens Regulations  

On 20 May, the new Aliens Regulations (Royal Decree 1155/2024) entered into force. This new regulation 

aims to simplify procedures, strengthen legal migration and promote the integration of foreigners.  

Georgia 

New data on migration and demographics released by Geostat 

Between April and June, the National Statistics Office released several important datasets on migration and 

demographics. The reports included international migration data for 2024 together with population figures, 

key demographic indicators, and statistics on the acquisition and loss of Georgian citizenship. 

2. Legal migration  

Bulgaria 

Law on Foreigners amended 

On 18 June, a Law amending and supplementing the Law on Foreigners was adopted and published in the 

State Gazette on 27 June. It completes the process of implementing Directive (EU) 2021/1883. It also 

provides for some changes regarding seasonal workers, the Single Residence–and-Work Permit, student 

visas, and the provision of a legal basis for granting the right of residence to digital nomads and 

postgraduates on the territory of Bulgaria. 

France 

New list of shortage occupations has been published  

On 21 May, the Government released an updated list of shortage occupations, identifying around 80 jobs 

with labour shortages. Foreign workers can apply for a residence permit if they provide 12 months of 

payslips from the last 24 months, and proof of three-year residence in France. The list, which replaces the 

2021 version, will now be updated annually, and varies by region. 

Ireland 

New online portal for employment permits launched   

On 28 April, Employment Permits Online was launched by the Department of Enterprise, Tourism and 

Employment. The portal is intended for use by employers, employees, and agents to submit and manage 

employment permit applications for foreign workers, and includes up-to-date information on applications. 

Trinidad and Tobago added to visa required countries 

From 12 May, nationals of Trinidad and Tobago will be required to obtain a visa before travelling to Ireland. 

A transit visa will also be required if transiting through Ireland to another destination. 

Italy 

Acquisition of Italian citizenship 

Law No. 74 of 23 May entered into force, which allows foreigners residing abroad, who are descendants of 

Italian citizens and hold citizenship of a country with significant Italian emigration, to enter and reside in 

Italy for employment purposes. They can do so under the same conditions as skilled workers, without the 

need to complete the quota requirement. 

Italy and Uzbekistan sign agreement on Migration and Mobility  

https://rokovania.gov.sk/RVL/Material/30862/1
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2024-24099
https://www.geostat.ge/en/calendar?year=2025&month=04&plan=38
https://www.geostat.ge/en/single-news/3426/geostat-has-launched-the-production-of-new-indicators-within-the-framework-of-international-migration-statistics
https://dv.parliament.bg/DVWeb/showMaterialDV.jsp?idMat=235575
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000051643488
https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/what-we-do/workplace-and-skills/employment-permits/latest-updates/new-eps/new-employment-permits-system.html
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice-home-affairs-and-migration/press-releases/visa-requirements-applied-to-trinidad-and-tobago/
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:legge:2025-05-23;74
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In June, a Memorandum of Understanding between Italy and Uzbekistan was signed, focusing on migration 

and mobility. The parties agreed to reserve up to 500 entries for non-seasonal work and 750 for seasonal 

work for Uzbek workers. 

Latvia 

A special border area pass  

On 3 April, amendments to the Immigration Law were adopted. The amendments require nationals from 

the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) member states to provide specific information about 

themselves, their relatives and the purpose of their journey before entering Latvia. Non-compliance with 

this requirement may result in a fine of up to €2 000. 

Lithuania 

List of countries eligible for visa or residence applications abroad revised 

On 25 June, the list of countries where foreigners can apply for visas or residence permits via external 

service providers was updated. The updated list, taking effect from October 2025, reflects requests from 

employers, higher education institutions, and other groups obtained during consultations. Five application 

offices will close, while four new ones will be opened. 

Spain 

New fees for migration authorisations 

On 13 June, Order PJC/617/2025 was adopted, establishing the fees for processing administrative 

authorisations and identity documents in the field of migration, and adapting fee regulations to the new 

Regulations of Foreigners. 

Georgia 

New type of residence permit introduced 

On 12 June, amendments to the Law on the Legal Status of Aliens and Stateless Persons were made, 

introducing new residence permit for Information Technology (IT) professionals. This permit is available 

for registered IT specialists, individual entrepreneurs with small business status, or representatives of 

international IT companies. The amendments will take effect on 1 September.  

Visa-free regime extended for Ukraine citizens  

On 2 April, Governmental Ordinance N.255 ‘On Approval of the List of Countries Whose Citizens May Enter 

Georgia without a Visa’ was amended, extending the legal stay of Ukrainian citizens in Georgia until 24 

February 2026. This applies to citizens who entered before 24 February 2025, and have stayed without 

leaving. This Ordinance was previously amended on 23 April 2024, allowing a three-year visa-free stay. 

3. International protection including asylum  

Austria 

Family reunification for beneficiaries of international protection suspended 

On 23 May, the Asylum Act 2005 was adapted, giving the federal government the power to issue a 

decree under certain circumstances, during the validity of which the deadline for the decision on family 

reunification applications for beneficiaries of international protection is suspended, unless the 

application must be dealt with urgently pursuant to Art. 8 ECHR (so-called ‘hardship cases’). The 

decree came into force on 2 July. 

Belgium 

Suspension of application processing for Syrian nationals extended 

On 23 April, the Office of the Commissioner General for Refugees and Stateless Persons announced 

extending the suspension of processing applications for international protection from Syrian nationals. 

The suspension, initially introduced on 9 December 2024, will remain in place until at least the end of 

July 2025. 

Bulgaria 

Family reunification procedure changed  

https://www.lavoro.gov.it/temi-e-priorita-immigrazione/focus/accordo-italia-uzbekistan-materia-di-migrazione-e-mobilita
https://www.vestnesis.lv/op/2025/76.2
https://migracija.lrv.lt/en/news/the-list-of-foreign-countries-where-a-foreigner-may-apply-for-a-temporary-residence-permit-or-a-national-visa-in-the-republic-of-lithuania-changes/
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2025-12056
https://www.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/6524758?publication=0
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/6463219?publication=0
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2025_I_17/BGBLA_2025_I_17.html
https://emnbelgium.be/news/processing-protection-claims-syrians-remains-suspended-belgium-until-least-july
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On 18 June, amendments to the Law on Foreigners in the Republic of Bulgaria were approved. It also 

proposed changes to the Law on Asylum and Refugees regarding the procedure for family reunification, 

including updated application requirements and processing times, in accordance with updated EU 

regulations.  

France 

Electronic issuance of asylum application document 

On 5 May, Decree No. 2025-403 was issued, providing that the document attesting to the asylum 

application may be delivered electronically. Support is offered for persons unable to access it electronically. 

Should the administration determine the asylum seeker cannot access the document electronically due to 

their personal situation, disability, or vulnerability, a paper document may be issued. 

Greece 

National list of safe third countries determined 

In April, Joint Ministerial Decision 63905/2025 was published. The Decision lists as safe third countries 

Albania and North Macedonia (for applicants of international protection who have irregularly entered 

Greek territory from its border with Albania and North Macedonia respectively) and Türkiye for 

applicants of international protection originating from Syria, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan and 

Somalia.   

Ireland 

International Protection Bill 2025 approved  

In April, the International Protection Bill 2025 was approved to replace the International Protection Act 

2015, as a part of work to bring the Irish legal system in line with the Pact on Migration and Asylum. 

Italy 

Repatriation centre in Albania 

On 23 May, a governmental decree-law was passed into law expanding the category of people who can be 

transferred to Italy’s detention facility in Albania to include not only asylum applicants intercepted in 

international waters and processed under Italy’s border procedure, but also irregular migrants already 

present in Italy and subject to Italian expulsion orders. 

The Netherlands  

Extensions of deadline for decisions on asylum cases reversed 

In June, the Dutch Immigration and Naturalisation Service (IND) reversed two deadline extensions for 

certain asylum applications filed since 1 January 2024, affecting approximately 18 250 cases. This decision 

follows a European Court of Justice ruling, confirming decision deadlines may only be extended during a 

sudden, sharp rise in asylum requests, which has not occurred in the Netherlands since 2024.  

Processing of Syrian and Lebanese asylum applications resumed  

The Dutch Immigration and Naturalisation Service (IND) resumed processing all pending and new asylum 

applications from Syrian nationals after the country policy for Syria was updated due to a new country 

policy report by the demissionary Minister of Foreign Affairs on 10 June. Consequently, approxiamately 16 

870 pending and new cases can now be assessed again.  

Processing asylum applications by people coming from Lebanon was also resumed, following an updated 

country policy by the demissionary Minister of Foreign Affairs. While violence persists in some regions, 

most of Lebanon is now considered free from indiscriminate violence as a result of an armed conflict.  

Spain 

Government of Spain chairs consultations on resettlement and complementary pathways 

The 2025 Consultations on Resettlement and Complementary Pathways took place in Geneva, Switzerland, 

from 25 to 27 June. The event was chaired by the Government of Spain, represented by the Ministry of 

Inclusion, Social Security and Migration (MISSM) and co-chaired by the NGO, ACCEM. 

Norway 

https://lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2135453184
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000051563817
https://search.et.gr/el/fek/?fekId=779895
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice-home-affairs-and-migration/press-releases/minister-jim-ocallaghan-secures-cabinet-approval-for-publication-of-the-general-scheme-of-the-international-protection-bill-2025/
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto-legge:2025;37
https://ind.nl/nl/nieuws/verlenging-beslistermijn-vervalt-voor-deel-van-de-asielaanvragen#:~:text=De%20Immigratie%2D%20en%20Naturalisatiedienst%20(IND,tijd%20vanaf%201%20januari%202024.
https://ind.nl/nl/nieuws/ind-hervat-behandeling-syrische-asielaanvragen
https://ind.nl/nl/nieuws/ind-hervat-asielaanvragen-libanon
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/build-better-futures/long-term-solutions/resettlement/consultations-resettlement-and-0
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Exemption from the Requirement of Completed Asylum Interview for Applications for 

Temporary Work Permits 

In June, the Ministry of Justice and Public Security revised the rules on exemptions from asylum interview 

requirements, speficially for obtaining temporary work permits.  

Asylum applications from individuals from Syria suspended 

The Ministry of Justice and Public Security decided to suspend the processing of applications for 

international protection by individuals from Syria for up to six months effective from 24 June due to the 

uncertain situation in the country. 

Republic of Serbia 

2025 response plan for migrant influx adopted 

On 11 April, the 2025 Response Plan for increased influx of migrants was adopted. In addition to adequate 

assistance and a humane approach to migration management, one of the main goals of the Plan is the 

efficient registration of irregular migrants and smooth operation in crisis situations due to mass influx. 

4. Unaccompanied minors and other vulnerable groups 

Greece  

Independent Asylum Units for Vulnerable Groups established 

Circular No. 46121/25 extended the implementation of Decree No. 23576/2024, so that from 1 April, the 

newly established Independent Asylum Units for Vulnerable Groups in Attica and Thessaloniki will examine 

applications for international protection from all vulnerable persons, as defined by Law No. 4939/2022. 

Portugal 

Rules amended for children and young people’s shelters 

On 21 April, Ordinance No. 197/2025/1 amended Ordinance No. 450/2023, updating rules for child and 

youth shelters to improve the organisation, operation, and installation of foster homes with a more 

humanised and inclusive care approach. 

Enhancing protection of children and adolescents at risk  

Law 39/2025 of 21 April, amending the Civil Code, the Civil Registry Code and the Law on the Protection of 

Children and Adolescents at Risk, prohibits the marriage of minors including child, early or forced marriage 

in dangerous situations. This legitimises intervention to protect children and young people at risk. 

Spain 

‘Holidays in Peace’ Programme 2025 

In June, instructions for authorising the temporary residence of minors and monitors of Sahrawi origin in 

Spain under the ‘Holidays in Peace’ 2025 programme were approved. This annual programme allows 

thousands of children to enjoy a holiday in Spain in summer before returning to their place of origin. 

5. Integration and inclusion 

Belgium 

Advances in pre-arrival integration for newcomers 

On 6 June, the Flemish Government approved a communication to develop pre-arrival integration 

trajectories for newcomers from their countries of origin. This follows pilot projects and aims to better 

prepare family reunification and labour migrants for life in Flanders through a digital societal 

orientation course.   

Italy 

Newborn bonus clarified  

On 14 April, circular no. 76 described the rules governing the one-off newborn bonus and provided 

instructions for submitting applications for it. The circular clarifies that not only Italian and EU citizens with 

the right of residence are entitled to the benefit, but also non-EU citizens legally residing with certain 

residence permits, namely holders of an EU long-term residence permit, holders of an authorisation issued 

for the purpose of research and single permit holders. 

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/gi-082025-revidert-instruks-utlendingsloven-94-annet-ledd-unntak-fra-vilkaret-om-gjennomfort-asylintervju-ved-soknad-om-midlertidig-arbeidstillatelse/id3111207/?msdynttrid=NS2ZdmPuZdy1vTDS11D0TusU0FJrVrEsnZXB8aiiZq0
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/7aee4ed2bd6b4abc823791f170c08539/gi-07_2025-instruks-om-berostillelse-av-syria-saker-beskyttelse-og-andre-saker.pdf
https://kirs.gov.rs/lat/aktuelno/vlada-republike-srbije-usvojila-plan-reagovanja-na-povecan-broj-migranata-za-2025-godinu/5773
https://diavgeia.gov.gr/doc/955%CE%A646%CE%9C%CE%94%CE%A8%CE%9F-%CE%A8%CE%92%CE%91?inline=true
https://diariodarepublica.pt/dr/detalhe/portaria/197-2025-915525582
https://files.diariodarepublica.pt/1s/2025/04/06400/0000300012.pdf
https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2025-12606
https://emnbelgium.be/news/flemish-government-takes-next-step-towards-integration-trajectories-countries-origin
https://www.inps.it/it/it/inps-comunica/atti/circolari-messaggi-e-normativa/dettaglio.circolari-e-messaggi.2025.04.circolare-numero-76-del-14-04-2025_14897.html
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Training and employment for refugees in the tourism sector 

In June, a three-year protocol was signed by the Italian Ministries of Labour, Interior, and Tourism, along 

with the National Bilateral Tourism Agency, to provide training and employment opportunities for refugees 

and vulnerable migrants in the tourism sector. The initiative aims to help these individuals achieve 

autonomy while addressing labour shortages in the industry. 

Social Security Agreement with Albania signed 

On 14 April, an administrative agreement between Italy and Albania was signed to implement the bilateral 

Social Security Agreement. This agreement operationalises provisions for individuals who have worked in 

either country, their families, and family members of deceased workers who are eligible to receive social 

security benefits under the bilateral Social Security Agreement.  

Lithuania 

Two new national integration programmes introduced 

On 17 April, the Reception and Integration Agency launched two national programmes: one to teach 

migrants about Lithuanian law, history, and societal norms; the other to ensure timely mental health 

support. Both programmes promote equal access to integration services across municipalities and are 

based on Nordic best practices. 

The Netherlands  

Employer subsidy for beneficiaries of international protection launched  

In June, it was announced that the Support for Employer Engagement of Status Holders (SOWIS) subsidy 

scheme would be re-opened from 2 June to 30 September. This scheme offers employers financial support 

to assist beneficiaries of international protection in the workplace and aims to promote integration.  

Spain 

2024 Annual Report on migrants and refugees  

On 11 June, the Forum for the Social Integration of Immigrants (FISI) presented its annual report on the 

situation of migrants and refugees in Spain in 2024. The report concluded that changes to asylum and 

residence processes in Spain may increase the number of people in irregular status and discourage asylum 

applications. Data showed a rise in foreign workers, especially women, but highlighted job insecurity and 

inequality. Migrant women faced wage and digital gaps. Intercultural mediation and migrant associations 

played a key role in social cohesion. Education and EU strategies supported inclusion and active citizenship.  

6. Citizenship and statelessness 

France 

Access to French citizenship tightened 

On 9 May, a circular tightening citizenship criteria for foreign nationals was published. It mandates the 

automatic rejection of applications in cases of past irregular residence, raises the required French language 

level from B1 to B2, and introduces a civic exam on French history and values from 1 January 2026. 

Applicants must also show two years of stable employment with a permanent contract of more than one 

year or several fixed-term contracts over a period of at least two years. 

Ireland 

Revocation of naturalised Irish citizenship reinstated 

In April, the order to recommence legislation allowing for naturalised Irish citizenship to be revoked was 

signed. The legislation, which was amended in line with a Supreme Court Judgment in 2021, would allow 

for naturalised Irish citizenship to be revoked in serious cases, such as obtaining the status fraudulently, or 

when an individual poses a serious risk or threat to the State. 

Italy 

Faster citizenship access for family members of deceased workers 

On 15 April, Law no. 63 on ‘Benefits in favour of victims of harmful events resulting from total or partial 

subsidence of road or motorway infrastructures of national importance’ was published. The Law provides, 

among other things, for the granting of Italian citizenship to certain categories of surviving family 

https://www.integrazionemigranti.gov.it/Ricerca-news/Dettaglio-news/id/4332/Accordo-per-la-formazione-e-linserimento-lavorativo-di-rifugiati-nel-settore-turistico
https://www.integrazionemigranti.gov.it/Ricerca-news/Dettaglio-news/id/4236/Firmata-lintesa-per-lattuazione-dellAccordo-di-Sicurezza-Sociale-con-lAlbania
https://piia.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/agentura-pristate-dvi-naujas-uzsienieciu-integracijos-programas/
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/ministerie-van-sociale-zaken-en-werkgelegenheid/nieuws/2025/06/02/nieuwe-aanvraagronde-werkgeverssubsidie-statushouders-van-start
https://www.foroinmigracion.es/documents/1652165/0/INFORME_FISI_2024_accesible.pdf/3405e0fe-a57e-ebad-7b64-5656fb628e64?t=1750759487323
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/circulaire/id/45604?origin=list
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice-home-affairs-and-migration/press-releases/minister-for-justice-jim-ocallaghan-reinstates-revocation-of-naturalised-irish-citizenship/
http://www.libertaciviliimmigrazione.dlci.interno.gov.it/it/documentazione/circolari/circolare-28896-del-13-giugno-2025-legge-15-aprile-2025-n-63-recante
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members, with a reduced five-year residence period. This measure ensures access to social security 

benefits and facilitates a faster path to Italian citizenship for eligible relatives. 

Ministry of the Interior joins the Global Alliance to End Statelessness 

In May, Italy formally joined the Global Alliance to End Statelessness, with the aim of exploring key issues 

such as child statelessness, the protection of the rights of stateless persons and combating discrimination 

in national laws and public policies on nationality.  

7. Border management and irregular migration  

Austria 

Temporary reintroduction of border controls  

On 15 April, the temporarily reintroduced border controls at the internal borders with the Slovak 

Republic and the Czech Republic were extended until 15 October. On 9 May, the temporarily 

reintroduced border controls at the internal borders with the Republic of Slovenia and Hungary were 

extended until 11 November. 

Belgium 

Targeted checks to tackle irregular migration 

On 19 June, it was announced that federal and local police, along with the Immigration Office, will 

begin targeted checks from summer 2025. These checks, based on Article 23 of the Schengen Borders 

Code, aim to address irregular migration and secondary movements within Belgium. 

Latvia 

A special border area pass 

On 3 April, amendments were adopted to the Law on the State Border of the Republic of Latvia, 

stipulating that a special border area pass will be issued to Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 

citizens only if written consent is received from the State Security Service.  

Enhanced border protection system 

On 25 June, the Cabinet of Ministers extended enhanced border protection until 31 December to 

address continued high numbers of irregular crossings on the Latvian-Belarusian border.  

Lithuania 

Border rules at key checkpoints with Belarus tightened 

In April, due to rising hybrid threats, Lithuania banned motorcycles, mopeds, and motorised bicycles at 

Medininkai and Šalčininkai border checkpoints after over 6 000 illegal crossing attempts in Q1 2025.  

Lithuania restricts non-biometric Russian passports  

On 23 May, a joint order by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Internal Affairs declared that non-biometric 

Russian passports will no longer be valid for entry into Lithuania from 1 June. The measure aligns with 

national and EU security goals. Exemptions apply to rail transit travellers and, in special cases, to 

democratic opposition members. 

Case against Belarus over organised migrant smuggling filed 

In May, the Government filed a case against Belarus at the International Court of Justice for organising the 

smuggling of migrants into Lithuania. The case concerns violations of the United Nations Protocol against 

the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. Lithuania seeks recognition of Belarus’s responsibility and 

reparations for the harm caused to national security and international law. 

Portugal 

Strengthening smart border control 

In May, Portugal fully operationalised PASSE+, a national platform for air and land border 

management, interoperable with EU systems. It enables real-time biometric checks, automated alerts, 

and risk-based screening to meet Schengen standards. The Borders Portal (Portal de Fronteiras) was 

also launched. This is an internal platform integrated within PASSE+, providing border staff with 

updated guidance, visa rules and passenger data to support consistent and compliant decision-making. 

Sweden 

https://www.interno.gov.it/it/notizie/viminale-entra-nella-global-alliance-end-statelessness
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2025_II_70/BGBLA_2025_II_70.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2025_II_85/BGBLA_2025_II_85.html
https://emnbelgium.be/news/ministers-quintin-and-van-bossuyt-announce-targeted-checks-within-belgium
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto-legge:2025;37
https://www.vestnesis.lv/op/2025/122.18
https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/baltarusijos-rezimo-bandymams-keisti-hibridines-atakos-taktika-pasienyje-lietuvos-vyriausybes-atsakas/
https://www.urm.lt/naujienos/141/nuo-birzelio-1-osios-lietuva-nebepripazins-rusijos-nebiometriniu-pasu:44206
https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/lietuva-padave-baltarusija-i-tarptautini-teisingumo-teisma/
https://ssi.gov.pt/seguranca-nas-fronteiras?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Improved security at detention centres  

In April, a bill aiming to improve order and security at the Swedish Migration Agency (SMA)’s detention 

centres was adopted. There are now increased options to use coercive and control measures such as 

body searches and examination of accommodation and storage facilities, as well as increased visitor 

control. 

Norway 

Longer storage time for fingerprints in immigration cases  

The Ministry of Justice and Public Security implemented amendments to the Immigration Regulations to 

extend the storage period for fingerprints to strengthen identity control and prevent misuse of identity 

data. 

8. Trafficking in human beings 

Italy 

New decree reorganises anti-trafficking directorate-general 

On 14 March, Decree Law No. 25 introduced urgent measures to strengthen public administration, 

including the reorganisation of the directorate-general at the Prime Minister’s office, focused on preventing 

trafficking in human beings, supporting victims, and coordinating anti-trafficking efforts. The revamped 

directorate-general will include two specialist services, more staffing, and working groups covering 

prevention, criminal law, protection, and cooperation. 

Georgia 

Moot Court Competition on Trafficking in Human Beings 

From 17–19 June 2025, the Giorgi Margiani Moot Court Competition on Trafficking in Human Beings 

brought together 153 university students. Seven teams (19 students) reached the finals. The event 

aimed to raise awareness of trafficking and build courtroom advocacy skills. It was organised by the 

Training Centre of Justice and the Interagency Coordination Council chaired by the Ministry of Justice. 

9. Return and readmission 

Austria 

Reintegration support for returnees to Syria 

Since 2 June, general reintegration support for returnees to Syria has been offered via the EU Reintegration 

Program (EU RP), including returnees from Austria.  

Cyprus 

New voluntary return programme for Syrian nationals   

On 29 May, the Deputy Ministry of Migration and International Protection announced a new Assisted 

Voluntary Return (AVR) Scheme aiming to support the voluntary return of Syrian families or couples 

granted or having applied for international protection before 31 December 2024. Under this programme 

that is open from 2 June to 31 August 2025, one parent or spouse remains in Cyprus for employment, 

while the rest of the family returns to Syria. The family member staying in Cyprus, will receive a 

special work permit valid for two years, with the possibility of a one-year renewal, ensuring free access 

to the labour market. Additionally, financial incentives will be provided to the returning family 

members, to assist with their reintegration. 

France 

French-Vietnamese agreement signed 

France and Vietnam adopted a new bilateral agreement on return and readmission during the French 

President’s state visit to Vietnam from 24 to 28 May. This agreement, among other provisions, allows for 

the removal of registered irregular migrants without a prior readmission request, limits consular interviews 

and identification missions to specific cases, and shortens response times. 

Sweden 

Support granted to IOM to increase returns 

https://www.regeringen.se/pressmeddelanden/2025/04/forbattrad-ordning-och-sakerhet-pa-migrationsverkets-forvar/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/na-skal-fingeravtrykk-lagres-lengre-i-utlendingssaker/id3106249/?msdynttrid=L4SyK420EgWEzwXYIxWT8k1fDIoZUpUPyHZD0y_I2Ow
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2025/03/14/25G00033/SG
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AUxvFWCgQ/
https://www.returnfromaustria.at/index.html
https://www.mip.gov.cy/mip/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/All/FD9AECB94405ADA3C2258C98003D0251?OpenDocument
https://www.mip.gov.cy/mip/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/All/FD9AECB94405ADA3C2258C98003D0251?OpenDocument
https://www.elysee.fr/emmanuel-macron/2025/05/27/declaration-conjointe-entre-la-france-et-le-vietnam-adoptee-a-loccasion-de-la-visite-detat-du-president-de-la-republique-francaise-au-vietnam
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On May 13, the Government decided to offer a grant to IOM with SEK 100 million (EUR 8 923 512). 

The contribution is aimed to increase returns from Sweden and the EU and counter irregular migration 

from Iraq, Somalia, Uzbekistan, and Tunisia. It should also enhance the conditions for implementing 

returns to Syria. 

10. Migration and development 

Germany 

Joint migration partnership with Colombia 

In April, a joint declaration of intent was signed to enhance cooperation between the two countries, 

promoting migration for training, study, and work, reducing irregular migration, and strengthening 

exchange in education and science.  

Republic of Serbia 

Parthership Agreement with Swedish Migration Agency (SMA) signed 

On 8 March, a partnership agreement between the Serbian Commissariat for Refugees and Migration and 

SMA related to the implementation of a joint project was signed. The MIRCO project will contribute to the 

development of sustainable training capacities in the field of migration management, with an emphasis on 

strengthening regional cooperation. 

11. EU legislation transposition 

France 

Directive (EU) 2021/1883 has been transposed 

On 14 July, Articles 40 and 41 of the Law No. 2025-391 of 30 April transposed into national law Directive 

(EU) 2021/1883 of 20 October 2021, which reformed the ‘EU Blue Card’ scheme for highly skilled foreign 

nationals. 

RECENT EMN PUBLICATIONS 

 EMN Asylum and Migration Overview (AMO) 2024 and EMN Statistical Annex 

 EMN inform: Access to remedies for international protection applicants 

 EMN study: Trafficking in human beings - the international dimension 

UPCOMING EMN PUBLICATIONS 

 EMN Observer Countries Statistical Annex 

 EMN study: Labour migration in times of labour shortages 

 EMN inform: Language and literacy support measures for adult beneficiaries of international 

protection 

 EMN inform: Distribution of international protection accommodation centres and relationship 

management with local communities 

 EMN inform: Vocational education and training of applicants and beneficiaries of international 

protection 

 EMN study: Family reunification of third-country nationals in the EU: state of play after 20 years of 

implementation of the Family Reunification Directive 

https://www.regeringen.se/pressmeddelanden/2025/05/regeringen-ger-100-miljoner-kronor-till-fns-migrationsorganisation/
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/EN/2025/04/mou-kolumbien-en.html
https://kirs.gov.rs/lat/aktuelno/potpisan-ugovor-o-partnerstvu-izmedu-komesarijata-za-izbeglice-i-migracije-i-svedske-agencije-za-migracije/5755
https://www.migrationpartnershipfacility.eu/mpf-projects/62-strengthening-the-regional-cooperation-on-migration-management-between-western-balkans-and-neighbouring-eu-member-states-in-accordance-with-eu-acquis-and-international-standards-mirco/preview
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000051538879?init=true&page=1&searchField=ALL&tab_selection=lawarticledecree
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-publications/emn-annual-reports/european-migration-network-asylum-and-migration-overview-amo-2024_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-publications/emn-annual-reports/european-migration-network-asylum-and-migration-overview-amo-2024/statistical-annex_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/358f8844-7d18-4bea-b415-338786cf2530_en?filename=2024_EMN_inform_access_to_remedies_for_international_protection_applicants.pdf
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/4f178d98-27a2-46e6-b59a-cbd35344fced_en?filename=2025_EMN_study_trafficking_in_human_beings.pdf

