
When borders betray identity:Statelessness and 
the Role of Neighbouring Powers

B Y  H O S S A  S K A N D A R Y - M A C P H E R S O N





Afghanistan 1960s

• Fundamental rights 

• National Safety and Security

• Nationality and Boarder security 

(1970s) 



1989
T H E  F A L L  O F  T H E  S O V I E T  U N I O N  



1990s 
The Fall of Kabul



1993 Stateless  



Learning from lived experience  

• Foreign Politics and interference cause war and 

conflicts

• Statelessness is a manmade phenomena 

 



2025
Afghan Women’s rights 
violations by Taliban



Best practice: New Scots refugee 
integration strategy delivery plan 

2024 to 2026

 
The 6 actions are organised and 
aligned to the six outcomes of the 

Strategy:

1. New Scots live in safe, 
welcoming, inclusive 

communities, where everyone's 
dignity is respected and everyone 

is able to build diverse 
relationships and healthy 

intercultural bonds.

2. New Scots are able to access 
well-coordinated services, which 
recognise and meet their rights 

and needs.

3. New Scots understand their 
rights, responsibilities and 

entitlements in Scotland and are 
able to exercise these to pursue 
full and independent lives. New 
Scots can pursue their ambitions 
through education, employment, 

culture and leisure activities in 
diverse communities.

4. Communities in Scotland 
understand integration 

interculturally and respect the 
diversity and strengths that New 

Scots bring.

5. Policy, strategic planning, and 
legislation, that have an impact 

on New Scots, are shaped 
through their participation and 
informed by their rights, needs 

and aspirations.

6. The principles of the New Scots 
Refugee Integration Strategy 
guide all future responses to 

crises that bring forced migrants 
to Scotland and seek to ensure all 

such migrants will be treated 
equitably.
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